Nucleotide sequences at host-proviral junctions for mouse mammary tumour virus.
Proviruses cloned from rat cells infected with mouse mammary tumour virus, a B-type retrovirus regulated by glucocorticoid hormones, show the structural features of transposable elements: short inverted repeats conclude long direct repeats at the ends of viral DNA, and short sequences of cellular DNA are duplicated during integration and flank each provirus. The integrative mechanism joins a precise site in viral DNA to non-homologous sites in host DNA.